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Additive Manufacturing is on the cusp of going mainstream in some of the toughest manufacturing environments out there — and
has huge potential to disrupt whole industries. But the shift poses a profound challenge: the rules of prototyping and customization
no longer apply in the world of real parts and serial production. AM is leaving its comfort zone and has to raise its game fast.

This is the backdrop against which Materialise (NASDAQ: MTLS), a leading provider of AM software and sophisticated 3D printing
solutions, will be showing its range of new software tools and features at formnext - solutions that are all geared up for a new AM
reality.

New benchmarks set by Automotive, Aerospace and Medical

Stefaan Motte, Vice President of Materialise's Software Unit, explains: "It truly is a new reality we're dealing with. The new
benchmarks for our industry have to be Automotive's ultra-efficiency, Aerospace's absolute accountability and Medical's full
traceability. That feels like a departure from what we're used to, but in fact, a lot of the building blocks are already in place. At
Materialise, we've already built the tools we need to reach these new benchmarks — and have used them in our own production."

At formnext (15-18 November, Frankfurter Messe, Stand F28 in Hall 3.1), Materialise will unveil new features and solutions that
add to its continuously evolving software backbone, the Materialise Magics 3D Print Suite, making it the most complete and
advanced package for Additive Manufacturing available today.

Stefaan continues: "We're in the lucky position that we've been acclimatizing to the new reality for quite some time now. We're
already used to the high quality standards, certifications and specifications of an industry like Aerospace, or the uncompromising
efficiency of Automotive. We've run into and have overcome a lot of the challenges already and have built the learnings into our
software suite."

New software tools

The focus on efficiency and repeatability translates into software tools and features that speed up preparation time for builds, for
example by automating the generation of support structures and helping with orientation recommendations.

A completely new monitoring and inspection software, also to be introduced at formnext, tackles waste, high scrap rates and
validation issues, while countless new features in established products save time, join up steps, improve first-time-right rates, and
enable better use of specialist skills, particularly for metal builds.

Stefaan explains: "Metal is the fastest growing area in AM at the moment, so we're adding a raft of features and functionalities to
our software package that will accelerate progress in metal AM at a mass manufacturing scale."

A grown-up approach to making AM work
In order to fully control complex production environments that include AM processes, deep integration is needed.

Stefaan comments: "To keep up with the demands of high-end, fast-paced manufacturing environments, AM processes have to be
able to fit in with complex, very disciplined ecosystems. That means we have to start looking at the whole thing end-to-end. We
have to be able to join up all steps of the AM process seamlessly, control it tightly and integrate it with other production processes.
A lot of that can be done through software, but to work in the world of real manufacturing, this software has to be open, agnostic,
collaboration-ready and helpful. That's still not always the case."

Materialise has always been "open" by default, allowing the company to constantly apply its innovation power to new areas — and
innovate through co-creation. This openness and humble curiosity is now needed to make AM work in new sectors.

Stefaan concludes: "l predict that the last few remaining "walled garden" solutions in AM software will now come under pressure
to open up. For us, openness has always been a no-brainer, as it allows us to get our technology out there quickly, partnering with
industry leaders to prove it in as many scenarios as possible. In a way, this biggest shift in the industry is the moment we've been
waiting for - to show how much we can achieve together."

The Materialise team is keen to build new partnerships and encourages potential partners to come forward at formnext to make
their AM idea a reality.

About Materialise

Materialise incorporates more than 25 years of 3D printing experience into a range of software solutions and 3D printing services,


http://software.materialise.com/events/formnext

which together form the backbone of 3D printing technologies. Materialise's open and flexible solutions enable players in a wide
variety of industries, including healthcare, automotive, aerospace, art and design, and consumer goods, to build innovative 3D
printing applications that aim to make the world a better and healthier place. Headquartered in Belgium, with branches worldwide,
Materialise combines the largest group of software developers in the industry with one of the largest 3D printing facilities in the
world. For additional information, please visit: www.materialise.com.

About Materialise's Software Division

Materialise Software provides companies with a platform of software tools that manage and control the 3D printing process more
efficiently, allowing them to meet the highest standards of the most demanding industries. Materialise Software's suite of solutions,
Materialise Magics, includes industry-leading data preparation and design optimization tools, programs to integrate 3D printing into
production environments, and software and control systems used by machine manufacturers to better bridge the gap between
applications and 3D printers. These solutions are open by nature, empowering co-creation and collaboration between different
players in the 3D printing and manufacturing eco-system and providing the industry a solid foundation on which to expand and
grow. For additional information, please visit: http://software.materialise.com.

Press contacts Materialise:

Kirsten Van Praet

Marketing Coordinator

Email: Kirsten.vanpraet@materialise.be
Visit: www.materialise.com

Vanessa Palsenbarg
Corporate Communications Manager
Phone: +32 16 39 66 37

Email: press@materialise.com
Twitter: @MaterialiseNV

[en/press-releases/formnext-"playtime's-over-but-don't-panic"-says-materialise


http://www.materialise.com/
http://software.materialise.com/
mailto:Kirsten.vanpraet@materialise.be
http://www.materialise.com/
mailto:press@materialise.com
http://www.materialise.com/en/press-releases/formnext-%E2%80%9Cplaytime%E2%80%99s-over-but-don%E2%80%99t-panic%E2%80%9D-says-materialise

